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ABSTRACT

As a witness to the high-speed urbanization of China, the
author highlights its misunderstandings and problems
using the example of the Nantai Island in Fuzhou. The
interview explores new issues facing urban planning
within this slow-down urbanization, and reflections are
made to the entire design profession

KEY WORDS

New Urbanization; Reflection; Nantai Istand; Shift

B EHF inm
CE g
Zesy W PR eEsN v
INTERVIEWED BY Tina TIAN Moying WAN
EDITED BY Tina TIAN
TRANSLATED BY Sara JACOBS Connie CHEN

03z



PEh =4 LLAT e 5 00 I o I Rl

BE 0 (o] B o S 300, M i O A ¥ 1)

LI R )t BRI O WL GE 5, A bl 5l LU LI (T (OO L 1R L LB (R LS Nantai fstan
BT D DR 04402 Wi

ORM (BA RO ) ¢ o, ik WS G LA L S 5 00 BRI A 2L
AR 1R L, A B A AR Ry FIREWE, Sdeidh - (30 R bk B fl X - 54 504
o () AT LS (EL R s R I e SOOI Ik R S o O 0 £ M e
Ef— iR, R ER .k
P Sk s sk AT, o Y Ot s B IR AR MR M i f S e T fk
Fil S H00Y 2 SRR A, MR 4 Rl 55 B B 00 iR WM S s
A 07 45 U 1) A A —— A o B L ) fBI20hm®, FEEL FROKCH S, SEM
Pl ARG b B ) EWAL 022/ . 2013-201445F, i 3 g 8k

JEUC, v [ (I B f 22 BT LA R TLAF 75 15 4 1 24 T 0 o M — 5 5 e 1
TRBEIEA 7RG “fFRE” BrER, JEHN th “dEdn Rt L m T %5 (6] A R AR
TR Z AT KR T, S0y W5, 1 S A A e S DY T
o AL DL — o AR A 24 AS A B Oy U sy, HEIL, MM, UE#HGSA
5, MR TR EHBECHER, Hhi SR E MR RN —Z LR "
MAEAEA “fFitfe” . ERFRASZ M, REAEESESREL EAERE -
N30ZEah i e s i gl AL 500, A AR, A R AR P,
TH i — SR . FRATIEEMFTIR 045 Fh % Xk A R e E] - AR

- 8% A0 2011 Cify populalion (2011 7200000

Y o | = . WARE City Arez 1043 skrn
i v - ey f‘( . MEREN Nomoilsond Area 120 solgh
| ke ' s W8 Recrechonal Driveway: 88 km

Ciging Poin: 77km

estrion Promencde: 89 km

WSS ESSFE  LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE FRONTIERS / VIEWS & CRITICISMS 033



R ArEM R S — X R B R
1y 8 ) e b B R DL, AT o 6 3 S )

e A o A LAY e Y A

4 (fEm G
AT T — R Pl 4 S A iR
) e TR T4 A 16 R it

AR

i :.'I1 h{' Z 4

VH S S

2 0] 3%

X TmEY, RIGAMEG
(6] FEAE ol Akt S5 . A M4 ] As ks

B0 75 s B Ay . FR 0130 L e g o Sk
HAOUI o7 0 e R A A R il
iR AT . JF B 7 Bk AER | A

T IERMTTRL, 5 KA & M -2
e A MR U R AT RS AT
ULl P I Kl TN RGEEf

AV LI A U P e e A B S T
NI TR B IR T LR, Ykl ik A
e Tk iU, flEfE 245 6

AT A 7 0 Al MY

1 A

i’ e HE B
(RS
TRATT L6 5 85 200 F iz FD 7 #1004 PP
HESE . WP RS A TR R,
0 0O 4P 2 ] i AR 2 S A R ] o
o REfEPEIR, SIRARIEH] - b ik
3G G, R a0 b 2 i R

i 1 1 00 1

i 10 B e
o IRV AN 7wkl (il 77
S A G 1 L LN A P LB Y RNy, X

WY 0 %) s

O 7 PR T e S A (R T ALY
AIFSE ML i, lsE —FER G, A
i

AKX, “HJWWil,

r

67 WK .

(% 8" CRN T R I

B TR i e R R o 05 T R K

I
i, H

(Y, &8 RUFL0Y SRSk IS T Rl 77 M 2 TR AT 1Y

e i el o

R RLESE (158

iz, H B Gt E

A I, B

e . JUA e Ut i 5L B

. b EEOY B o PETE T, K

B, MEFHSMAY, EE ik,

~

A FEill I (2 R . T
mas., ek, Ak, WR. BH. WEe

P S B AR AR, (B R 2 5 1 10 ) op

W Y S e A b % Y
R cE. i s 5 H b



WEEiry o sie

¥ B 1) R
=47, WS
T M L Lk Little watert
RS EA space there is failed t
= allow tull ac
ey ite rs characterized by

monotonic landscape

unfriendly s

comiortable social

spaces.

CHEZRT MEE (W dum i 6 H A
3 TR s MPEP AR TSR ) . W
MY AR R SO B TS
RS, SrSRey T tMungnd . Scdk. bl ER
HimPei—iBer, Kk, AN, ., 1
B ORGSR ) |, e, M. b
. MEN AR R G A R e R, W
%A KB Y SO, Al i 1
17 DX B A 0 Iy i)

{614 F1 Bh XA v, R A
ST TRl -2 S LR DRSS 1 1
" ?

W SN, FRART AR A Y W S

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE FRONTIERS / VIEWS & CRITICISMS

Fragmented waterfront acomss and crculation 84 o b i

Lack of open space and identity &4 F S 586

LIS E A6 T ah S o S h R ] Y A e O
W (Ul g A ] 2 ikl S Y S e
B, A S e B S R )i A
el BT b AR e R AL RE s ], g A
Q2 0P fE i e s P L fE
M A SR R, Y M O R e b
BRI XA DT WA, SR
PR AT GG, eEsh i - fen
Mgl , ARy L. X E R
EEAIAR A nad B, WFEMIFIRY
UL F) R AR T L e ORI R G
B BT SE T 2 s O K RY 20 L
Fleby s m fE

S KERTUBR LS B RE, bl

035

Rl ol W £ W i R £ B AR S ol i 45
Sk

0. REMPEER -BIER LR AR
g, XEMRERNBESR NN, i
MR IeFF 20N, (R FFRY RN A i 18
(O £ I D iy ot 2 R (8 4 BB ) A
FR riRERERER. R el
RO RE . e b il R b Rl A i
WA R M, ARESSER L |
EffthemE, G FkiE, R PEIZIT
AL T AR R, R T O Y A e
T MRS L, i T s iR AR aY
abar, MISHM ., SiF. AsEy, Ak
. HEeRE . AMRFRREEIEY . e



TYPICAL LANDSCAPE SECTION
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As an experienced urban designer who
witnesses the rapid urban construction in
Chinese cities, how do you view the shift
towards a new urbanization taking place
in China?

Jian HUANG (HUANG hereafter):
First of all, urbanization has brought
a profound range of opportunities to
China, and there is plenty of room for
further development. However, we need
to be careful not to misunderstand
the urbanization of the city and
urbanization of the country as identical.
There is a huge divide — culturally
and economically — between city and
country in China, and their development
goals should not be the same. A
homogenization of the two is very
problematic.

Secondly, Chinese urbanization
is often generalized as shocking,
overreaching, and destructive because of

its extensive scope and scale that often
leaves little land undeveloped. However,
I do not think all urbanization for the
past thirty years has been wrong or
misguided. We should learn from past
mistakes in order to bring abour more

discreet, careful, and wise development.

Based on your recent work, will vou
speak to some of the problems facing
urban design within this “shocking™
urbanization?

HUANG: Sure. | immediately think
of the planning of waterfront ring road
of Nantai Island in Fuzhou. The 120 hm’
island is the largest on the Minjiang
River and just across the river from the
old city. The site is part of the Western
Coast Economic Zone that provides an
extraordinary opportunity to rejuvenate
the Minjiang River, the city of Fuzhou,
and Nantai Island itself. Designated as a
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key position in the development strategy
of “expanding southward and stepping
castward, along the river and to the sea,”
the site becomes a central component
of the Fuzhou central urban area in the
near future. The project was classified
as a revitalization because the island
itself was not considered as a new city.
Nantai Island has many development
patches yet that had been neglected and
never received planning guidance. Such
embarrassments are common in China,
differing from megacities that are facing
outstanding problem of the tension
between human development and land
resources. Often the pressing issue is
improvement of urban public life or
urban ecological improvement through a
comprehensive master plan. For example,
we designed a riverfront greenway that
would run through the island.

Public waterfront spaces should
actively engage city dwellers’ life. But
at the start of this project, we identified
three major problems to address: weak
accessibility, segmented public space, and
unfriendly spatial design. Additionally,
tor an island community there was a
wariness of water. We realized thar this
1s common in Chinese cities. With the
decline of industry in the cities taking
waterborne transportation as their
pillar industry, the warerfront is no
longer active industrial area. We studied
these changes in Fuzhou by examining
its history of how it developed from a
waterfront village to an industrial city.
Overnime the island increased in size as
river sediment collected. Over this same
period, the city fabric moved inland and
its connection to the river was weakened.
This is a similar progression to many
cities around the world, where we see
a proximity to water as a catalyst for
urban revitalization. These cities are
now rediscovering their waterfronts.

Since Nantai Island was already a
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developed area, an important question

for us was distinguishing between
areas for preservation and areas for
development. For example, in the
protection of a culturally historic
city, what period in time should we
protect? Artifacts from either the Qing,
Ming or Tang Dynasties, or from all
three? Should we sacrifice vision and
opportunity solely for the sake of
protection? In-depth study and critical
evaluation of historical value 1s needed,
and then a comprehensive and flexible
planning strategy that responds to, but
is not limited by preservation needs.
Nostalgia for picturesque
mountains and rivers has become
a common vision, but vigorouns
urbanization is Lh.lllp,llll_', our cites

dramatically. We find nothing when




]

we try to seck this childhood nostalgia.
The landscapes we valued have been

discarded. We feel disappointed when we

visit Fuzhou because all modern Chinese

faund in Fi

and folkioe cities look alike. The cities are hard and
grey, while visions of the countryside are
filled with nature and colors: dramas,
clothes, and paper umbrellas; lacquer
works, grey bricks, and yellow wood;
waterfalls, camellia groves, and banyan
trees. But these visions of bucolic life are
also ignored in our urban planning. For
the Nantai Island project, we proposed a
concept of “five colored rings” inspired by
local Fuzhou history, culture and urban
environment. These five colored rings were
lacquer red, water blue, wooden yellow,

banyan green, and tile black (expressed in
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violet). Individual segments of each ring
contain a unique landscape characteristic
that is seen in the design of the materials,

plants, signage system, and levees.

During the cooperation with the local
government, did you detect any *“shift™
occurring in the municipal government
themselves?

HUANG: Yes. Chinese governments
are actively rethinking and pursuing
more astute development strategies that
start with infrastructure and public open
space. They are increasingly leaving
space for future development rather
than developing all available land. In
the Nantai Island project, the local
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The colored loops connect significant landscape nodes
to the future urban construction on Nantal Island. Matzu
Palace, for ple, is a h site at the
provincial level, but it is also an important space for public
activity. Due 1o an existing levee riverfron! access is blocked
by a three-meter flood wall and isolated from the river The
nearby traditional gardens are hidden behind the newly
construcled residences. The nearby bridge, concrete and
imposing, is seen in sharp contras! to the surrounding

i . The space under the

bridge is negatively used

In response 1o these site conditions, the design
praserves sumounding ancient trees and traditional gardens
The g neighboring buildings will ba transt
Inta an exhibition hall, forming an intact garden courtyard. A
folklore martime museum will occupy passive space under
the bridge, with a green plaza to its east. These public
activity spaces will bring a new charm 1o the old village
Meanwhile, the existing levee will bocome viewing platforms
and decks. The design seeks to encourage an inheritance
of both old and new styles.

government advocated for new city

construction at the riverfront scale that

would not only result in beautiful park
land, but also be able to host world-class
Marathon and biking events. This was a
great use of resources. When the project
received an ATA urban design award, the
committee mentioned that “the support
from the government in this project is
enlightening.” Local government support
for large public works is highly valued.

What challenges should urban
planning undertake during this period of

new urbanization?

HUANG: China is a good place for

experimentation. It is rare and should be
cherished. The amount of change over the
past two or three decades has enabled a
high degree of testing and exploration.
We should also note that designers do
not play a major role in urban planning,
problems of planning cannot only be
solved by designers. Overall, I think
Chinese designers are too focused on
vertical form. Too much time is spent
studying form, and as a result policy,
economy, public participation, public
infrastructure, democracy, and ecology
are neglected. In western countries where
the planning industry is more developed,
there has been more of focus on policy,

law, sociology, and even anthropology.
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Urbanization is a very complex
process, its importance should not only
be the responsibility of design but all
disciplines that are concerned with
how people inhabit their environment.
Secondly, I think the planning of
many Chinese cities is too greatly
controlled by small groups of experts,
scholars, designers and officials, These
are the people determining the future
of our cities, and while they may have
some professional expertise, they do
not necessarily respond to the needs to
local residents. As the true users of the
urban environment, residents should be
granted more attention and respect. In
my own experience, a design has often
been pursued because of its aesthetic
qualities rather than social qualities.
A simple example is the great care
we give to the composition of design
drawings. In the case of a plaza plan,
the addition of chairs might break the
composition. But from the perspective
of a user, more chairs are better

041

because they will enliven the space.
When we draw we should imagine
ourselves experiencing the site as a user,
not a designer. This will make a huge
difference.

A final reflection is on the series
big movements in the process of
urbanization that has resulted in our
urban construction blindly follows
pervious work and sacrifices individual
and vernacular characteristics. These
movements are deficient in scrutiny or
critical design thinking, while lacking
future investment, maintenance,
and improvement. The rapid pace
of construction is about to enter a
slower period of growth which will
be regarded as a new norm in China.

I believe, in this new urbanization
shifting towards a more critical and
smarter urban construction, there

are many more opportunities for
urban growth, where persistent study,
explorarion, experiment, and practice
are needed. LAF



